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Abstract
Confluence: Where the Mississippi meets the Han
Confluence, where we meet and how. There are spheres where Korean/Korean American and
African American and the African diasporic communities intersect. A close examination reveals
that Pansori and the blues, K Pop and hip hop, funeral rituals and gospel music share a creative
tension that allows for a distinctive "take" on the ways in which American and Korean cultural
production influence and interrogate their respective cultures. Citing examples from my own
work, we will explore the ways in which similar and dissimilar music, movement and ritual
formations can create space for a dialogue of compassion and understanding.
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